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The 345th meeting was called to order by Terri Fountain at 7:10 pm following the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

Workshop: The Board discussed Public Hearing for LJMA and the newest project for 

Issam Hatter’s Area Variance. Roll Call: Acting Chair Terry Fountain, Christine Smetaniuk, 

Daniel Edzenga and Midge Blabac. Others Present: Attorney Glen Plotsky, Robert King, Jim 

Sallusto, Issam Hattar and his engineer Mirek ,Tim Gottlieb as well as clerk Patty Potter. 

A Motion was made by, Daniel Edzenga and seconded by Midge Blabac to approve the June 

28th meeting minutes. Correspondence- letter from Campanelli & Associates. The letter is 

solicitation for service. The Board and attorney decided to change dates of two meeting days. 

1. September 26th Rosh Hashanah to (Thurs)Sept 29th  

2. December 26th Day after Christmas to (wed)Dec 28th. 

 Also discussed with the board was how many copies are wanted from the applicants, they all 

decided on 7. A Motion to suspend the regular meeting and open The Public Hearing was made 

by Midge Blabac and seconded by Christine Smetaniuk, All in favor. The clerk read the Public 

Hearing notice. The applicant was asked to give a brief summary of his project’s. He’s building a 

6x 34.5’ front porch and 6x18ft side porch and is asking for a 23’ variance instead of the 

previous 20’ variance. He said the house is in total disrepair. LJMA recently combined parcels 

7.-15-10.2 & 7.-15-10. to meet some boundary and setback requirements. This was determined to 

be an unlisted action and no EAF is needed. There are no written comments and no public 

comments. All proof of mailings and posting were given to the clerk. A Motion to receive and 

file 6 photos  

Was made by Midge and seconded by Terri, All in favor. A motion to close the Public Hearing 

and reopen the regular meeting was made by Christine and seconded by Midge, All in favor. 

                                    Town of Lumberland Zoning Code 

            250-65 - Required Considerations in Granting Area Variances 

(a) whether an undesirable change will be produced in the character of the 

neighborhood    or a detriment to nearby properties will be created by the granting of 



the area variance;  

There will not be an undesirable change in the neighborhood because the rehabilitation 

of the structure is a desirable change, and the porches will not interfere with any aspect 

of surrounding properties. The proposed porches will be visually pleasing to passersby. 

(b) whether the benefit sought by the applicant can be achieved by some method,  

The benefit sought by the applicant could not be achieved by other means because there is 

no other location; in the side yard, that would not require a variance. 

(c) whether the requested area variance is substantial 

The requested variance is substantial. 

(d) whether the proposed area variance will have an adverse effect or impact on 

the Physical or environmental condition in the neighborhood or district;  

There would not be any adverse impact on the environment or the neighborhood.      

              (e)whether the alleged difficulty was self-created, which consideration shall be 

relevant to the decision of the Board of Appeals, but shall not necessarily preclude the 

granting of the area variance.    

 The difficulty was not self-created. 

 A Motion was made by Dan seconded by Midge to grant the variance with conditions all fees be 

paid. Roll call vote: 

                     1. Terri Fountain:            Yay 

                     2. Christine Smetaniuk:  Yay 

                     3. Daniel Edzenga:          Yay 

                     4. Margrette Blabac:        Yay 

                                     

New Business: Issam Hattar Area Variance MLD ZBA006-22 Mr. Hattar is presenting his 

project to the board. The dwelling is in need of a lot of repairs and the current 1 bedroom is too 

small for his family. The applicant is looking to knock the existing dwelling down to rebuild a 

new 3-bedroom single family home. He is expanding the footprint some. The height of the new 

dwelling is going up 14’ due to adding a second floor. The septic was done when he bought the 

home but is unsure of the size. The issue as discussed with making the dwelling into a 3-

bedroom home is the size of the existing sewage disposal system’s absorption system and if it 

meets the requirements.  Mr. Hattar has to show that he meets the criteria by showing the size of 

the septic as well as the separations between the well to septic and septic to lake. If he has a 

1000-gallon septic and meets the criteria he should be ok. Issam was told he will need to redo his 

EAF on the EAF mapper which will generate all the information needed for his project. 

A Motion to adjourn@ 8:12 pm was made by Midge and seconded by Christine, All in favor  

 

 

         Respectfully Submitted, Patty Potter, Secretary Clerk  

 

****upon further investigation of my recordings it was determined that the LJMA project 

is actually a Type II action under SEQRA an exempt from an environmental review 

because its an individual set back variance. 

 

 


